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Senate Resolution No. 2025/2026 - 130 
Standing in Solidarity with Farmers’ Protests in India and the Sikh Farming Community

Primary Sponsor 
Somer Alrai (ASUC MEMSSA Senator)
Cosponsors
WHEREAS, the farmers’ protests in India, beginning in 2020, mobilized millions of farmers many of whom are Sikh against agricultural laws that threatened their livelihoods, land rights, and economic security; and,
WHEREAS, these protests became one of the largest global movements in history, with farmers organizing peacefully through marches, encampments, and community-led mutual aid efforts; and,
WHEREAS, reports document that protestors faced state repression, including internet shutdowns, arrests, and violence, raising serious human rights concerns and limiting global awareness ; and,
WHEREAS, the Sikh Coalition[footnoteRef:0] highlights that Sikh farmers, who have historically played a central role in agriculture, were disproportionately impacted and mobilized in defense of their livelihoods and rights; and, [0: https://www.sikhcoalition.org/our-work/empowering-the-community/farmers-protest-work/ 
] 

WHEREAS Sikh farmers and protestors have also faced stigmatization, misrepresentation, and political marginalization within India, further isolating their demands and undermining their visibility on a global scale; and,
WHEREAS, according to NPR[footnoteRef:1], Sikh communities in California experienced emotional and cultural strain during the protests, particularly during significant celebrations like Vaisakhi, illustrating the global impact of the movement; and,   [1: https://www.npr.org/2021/04/15/987295025/for-calif-sikh-farmers-india-protests-cast-dark-cloud-over-vaisakhi-festival 
] 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC) stands in solidarity with farmers protesting for equitable agricultural policies, labor rights, and economic justice in India; and,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ASUC recognizes the global Sikh farming community’s contributions and affirms support for Sikh students affected by these events; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the ASUC encourages educational programming, teach-ins, or events in collaboration with student organizations to raise awareness about the farmers’ protests and their broader social, economic, and political implications; and,
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the ASUC explores opportunities to provide financial support or co-sponsorship for cultural, educational, and advocacy events hosted by organizations such as the Sikh Student Association and MEMSSA-affiliated groups.
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